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ABSTRACT

Gothic novel represents both the horror and rorogdits. The paramount features of gothic noveéludes some
salient elements such as, terror, mystery, ghtstsnted houses, gothic architecture, darknessh,ddatay, madness,
secrets and hereditary curses. In gothic novelidbseshe main characters there we usually findtthees of tyrants,
villains, maniacs, Byronic heroes, persecuted nmadéemme’s fatales, demons, revenants, ghostsghendevil itself.
Therefore the aim of the gothic novel is to horrigpock, and the most important thing is to affibet readers. Gothic
novel doesn't follow the conventions of societyheat that its main concentration is to present theific nature of the
story. After the observation of the nowdlthering Heights we have seen the concoctation of gothic elementshaias
made it as a perfect gothic novel by Emily Bronfdithering Heights was mainly the story of two families, and two
people, who were incredibly attached through sesesf dark, enigmatic and sinister events. Primaklithering Heights
was an English Romantic novel but the main settiaigg the story line showed that it was gothic ndvein every

perspective.
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INTRODUCTION

Wuthering Heights was the tale of tragic love by Emily Bronte. Thermes of romance and the sense of horror
and the supernatural elements madeWwhthering Heights as a Gothic novel. In this novel there were soniatgsisential
gothic elements such as, grotesque imagery, datkaeboding mansions and landscapes, chaos, pditl@med love.

All these themes were beautifully packed in Brositgbrk. Bronte was skilled to instil the essengiathic elements which
have allowed the novel to transcend the merely riimanovel. InWuthering Heights Bronte has used the gothic style to
evoke terror and fear. One of the classic feataféSothic novel is the use of supernatural thingg Wuthering Heights
was very much appropriate with this idea. This maepresented the cognizant description about saparal beings
which has appeared to the character Mr. Lockwoodnalie stayed at the estate of Wuthering Heightghdstly, bloody

apparition of Catherine appeared at his window,

“The intense horror of nightmare came over meigltto draw back my arm, but, the hand clung taritj a most

melancholy voice, sobbed, ‘Let me in - let me iBronte 1847, p. 24)

By these lines we can't guess whether this sceppdreed in a dream or it has been happened inifeaBlt the
terrific settings of that scene made the readenk thbout the unearthly and enigmatic dread. Moeeow is clear that the

central character Heathcliff was convinced of théstence of ghosts as he didn’'t want to believeualamy ghostly
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appearances. But this eerie incident made him\melieat Catherine’s spirit remained and roamedrat@at the Heights.

After hearing about that frightening ordeal fromckwood, Heathcliff was shocked and therefore,

“Got on the bed, and wrenched open the latticesting, as he pulled at it, into an uncontrollabdsgion of tears.
‘Come in! Come in!" He sobbed.” (Bronte 1847, |8)2

Catherine’s essential presence in Heathcliff's mmdde him unstable, he didn't able to forget Céitieés
memories and therefore the paranormal attitudesfesé@d in Heathcliff's life. The supernatural seewas manifested
vividly towards the end of the novel when we hagesed the two protagonists, Heathcliff and Catferccounts of

ghostly sightings, and the trace of both charagteraming habit around the moors.

“Country folks, if you asked them, would swear beit Bible that he walks. ... That old man ... @f$ he has

seen two on ‘em ... on every rainy night, sincedsiath.” (Bronte 1847, p. 356)

These above statement revealed their perpetualirextricable love which was alive even after theé@ath.
Through this supernatural incident it has been @dahat Wuthering Heights was the genuine gothic novel by the setting
of a dark castle, dungeon or laboratoryWuathering Heights the fearful environment created by the title, tomaand the
ghostly appearance of the main characters Hedtlaeld Catherine. The foreboding apprehension atimiCatherine’s
ghost has created this novel as a potential stitigrmr. The extremely painful and fearful estais named as the state of
Wuthering Heights which has offered an untamedgdesus and sinister atmosphere “I paused to admigantity of
grotesque carving lavished over the front, and @afl¢ about the principal door, above which, amangvilderness of
crumbling griffins, and shameless little boys, tadted the date ‘1500.” (Bronte 1847, p. 2) Tharelcteristics of the
mansion were presented as an atmosphere simildyatoof a haunted manor or castle which is oneheffeatures of
Gothic novel. Throughout the novel we have comkniow that, the Heights was a sinister place, coegbarith the other
location such as Thrush cross Grange, which wasngeshe characteristics of civility and genteekoBte made the
contrast between fearful castle and the peacefstlecan such a clear way in order to hone the saisenearthly
environments of the Heights. The mansion of Heightdf matched with the stormy and wild weatheiichhremained in a

enormous way at the Heights.

“Pure, bracing ventilation they must have up thategll times, indeed: one may guess of the powgneonorth

wind, ... by a range of gaunt thorns all stretchtimgjr limbs one way, as if craving alms of the 8Bronte 1847, p. 2)

The weather of the Heights also emulated the passio wildness of the inhabitants of the HeightssiBes the
aspects of Heights's wild environment, the moorkaid Wuthering Heights also add the sense of uncbed danger
associated with the property. Heathcliff's revengetif and the concept of usurping the estate ofHisi made this novel
as a novel of wildness, besides of it the devamjatieather and the dangerous moors which surrduendastle completely

to create a real Gothic setting, therefore madetivel Wuthering Heights as a real gothic novel.
WUTHERIGHT HEIGHTS AS A GOTHIC NOVEL

The settings of the Wuthering Heights stood alotog a hill, in the middle of vast and wild moorlanthe
elements of this novel has expressed that thengatself was very isolated. After the settingsvé@ithering Heights the
weather was seemed so wild and stormy. The desifibe house itself represented the sense of oéd aagl also

decorated in a way of old fashioned home. All efsth gothic characteristics were the most signifiead vital to show
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this novelWuthering Heights as a perfect gothic novel. The omen of bad anfibitune resembled with the elements of
Storms and rain. Some tragic and traumatic incelbappened during the time of violent storm as aselseen that one
night when Heathcliff was running away, there wapgening a violent storm. The same event was cagdwn the day
after Catherine’s death. The split up scene algzeganced by Wuthering Heights and Thrush crossw@rawith the
presence of violent ecosystem that allowed us tmlpoover the frightening concept of wild atmosghierthis novel. The
uneven, unfriendly moors were seemingly endlessale the mysterious image of moors exhibited alierd symbol of
what was on the other side. At the Heights the efgmild of nature seemed to intimidate and expedshe gothic settings

from the perspective of nature.

The protagonists of this novel were deviated frdva moral behaviours in Victorian era. They wereilgixéd
themselves as incestuous, adulterous, violentjgae, vengeful and unrestrained. The family baolkgd of Heathcliff
was wild with vicious place called Heights while tre other hands the family tree of Lintons waserénd decent.
Heathcliff and Catherine were two anti-Victorianachcters who didn't follow the decency of the Vi era. In their
characters there was the presence of gothic cleaistats. Heathcliff was the main malegothic cheeaeho was typically
dark, brooding Byronic hero while Catherine wasyvemotional, sensitive, passionate and temperamdtgaenge motif
was one of the significant matters in Heathclifffe, which made him violent, unjust and ruthle€ the other side’s

Catherine was also proud, selfish, manipulativerac#less who didn’'t care about the conventionthefVictorian gentry.

In the earlier life, Heathcliff was an orphan bolganhas been brought up in the land of Wutheringyhtsiby Mr.
Earnshaw and got pampered more than Earnshaw’ssowidindley. But he was deceived and tortured hydiély after
the death of Earnshaw. Hindley forced Heathclifivork in the fields and did very rude behaviourtgiahis wife’'s death.
On the other hands Catherine did marry with Edgaton who was in the family tree of Lintons the awrof the land
Thrush cross Grange. After the marriage of Catleetiteathcliff has left the home town of him andureéd with vast and

mysterious wealth. Heathcliff then planned to seslenge on those persons who have wronged with him.

So it was proved in many ways that Heathcliff didult to a Victorian sense of propriety. Being aphaned
gypsy child he has transcended the barriers o @ad prejudice to become a ‘gentleman’ and owherm large estates.
Besides Heathcliff, many relationships in the stagre gothic in nature, as they were tainted bgrsss of unease and
unfaithful nature. If we try to describe the clasith gothic elements in various characters in tlweh we will see
Catherine and the Lintons, who were not understaedeHeathcliff and Hindley, who felt that they hotvere not
appropriate for friendship but strong hostilityabella and Edgar, who didn’t talk to each otheerafsabella, did marry
with Heathcliff. Most of the relationships in thigvel were deprived from true love and trust andcketheir broken
relationships were not repairable. Yet the loverMeen Heathcliff and Catherine sustained as powewver, despite of
quarrels between them Cathy stated that,

“My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal roddeneath: a source of little visible delight, batessary. Nelly,
| am Heathcliff! He's always, always in my mindtm@s a pleasure, any more than | am always a pleasunyself, but as
my own being.” (Page 81, chapter 9)

Similarly, on hearing of Catherine’s death, Headth@xclaims “I cannot live without my life! | carot live

without my soul!” (Page 148, chapter 16)

This type of extraordinarily and powerful love betm Heathcliff and Catherine was also one of tleenprent
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themes in this novel and which was the explicittcatiction of Victorian morals. Their strong expsEs of emotion did
not match and applicable for the Victorian way itd.|Besides the characters of Heathcliff and Qartleés wild, violent,
passionate and emotional traits, there were ther atthabitants of Wuthering Heights for those thisel was known as a
gothic novel. The ideas of ensnared matters, thersatural and the disturbing elements that catleedear of death all
appeared within the story oMuthering Heights. One of the first important gothic scenes has bpertrayed by
Lockwood’s nightmare, where a pair of ghostly hadas appear to grab at him through the window. Ehpernatural
events then continued its phase throughout thg stben Heathcliff asked Catherine to haunt himg $hat he believed in
ghosts. Towards the end of the novel we have sesmafter the death of Heathcliff and Cathering theth were roaming

about the moors. This was the sayings of the \éllagople who have seen them like that way

As the supernatural elements means something esdinarily freighting, therefore the supernaturbbiacters
Heathcliff and Catherine were also different froremyone else. Catherine’s didn't leave the earttd was roaming,
lingering because of Heathcliff. Her soul was altyuavaiting for him. Once Heathcliff has died, thépth have stayed
together and forever in the moors. They both careid this condition as greater than heaven. Thedhsf trap was the
important part in the story. There were the exampliephysical entrapment, where Nelly and Cathyewierprisoned in
Wuthering Heights, besides this there was the emakientrapment, where Isabella didn't able to éebieathcliff once
they have been married, Heathcliff made a complaation for Isabella which was the spiritual eptrgent, where

Catherine felt she was trapped in her body, ard] sai

“The thing that irks me most is this shatteredqgjsafter all. I'm tired, tired of being encloseeré. I'm wearying
to escape into that glorious world, and to be atndnere; not seeing it dimly through tears, andnjeg for it through the

walls of an aching heart; but really with it, amdt.” (Page 143, chapter 15).

Emily Bronte enlarged this theme of imprisonmentldoth the physical and spiritual matters. And thisme of
imprisonment essentially upholds the gothic thefmehighlight the gothic nature of this novel thevere the presence of
morbid and gristly elements. The prominent gruesacenes in this novel became manifested by Heéthaliolent
attitudes after hearing the news of Catherine’dlddde banged his head against a tree until hedblda another scene,
Catherine’s grave was disturbed by Heathcliff beeabie wished to see her again. When Catherine hivasthat time
once she was bitten by a dog at Thrush cross GrandeHindley’'s wrist was slashed by Heathcliff'sifen All these

gristly incidents made us remember about a wildgknd the inhabitants of the Wuthering Heights.

The gothic and sinister affairs of the plotline areonstant reminder of the nature of this pland, @f the people
who live out their lives under its shroud. A stormight, a shattered window, a woman'’s cry, a ddgsk; an endless
land, a deathless love, a quiet earth—all thestraftthe gothic and the romantic married into otweysof struggle and
torment. The wilderness and harshness of the lnedpassion and violence of the people, and tlengéness of the

situations show the truly gothic character of Wuthg Heights.

As a Byronic hero, Heathcliff was a man who sees®édamant to take revenge upon all who didn’t thea
well. In many ways Heathcliff was an archetypal I@otcharacter. He is mysterious, dark and exceédidgngerous..
Like many Gothic anti-heroes, Heathcliff's love dndy leads him to destroy the woman he wishedBart.in the end it is
Catherine’s love for Heathcliff which eventuallyimed her and she didn’t able to live with herselymore, she told to
Heathcliff
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“You have killed me - and thriven on it, | think(Bronte 1847, 167) Though he most certainly did with

Catherine harm, he also certainly played a panreinmental and physical capitulation.

The another negative traits in Heathcliff was hidnttifeel any doubt to destroy the life of Isabetisorder to take
revenge towards the Lintons family. Though he ktleaw Isabella loved him, but he abused her so lesaly that she was

forced to leave him.

“| assure you, a tiger, or a venomous serpent coatdouse terror in me equal to that which he wake | hate

him - | am wretched - | have been a fool.” (Broh&47, p. 153)

After destroying the life of Isabella he felt namnerse for her fate nor even their son Linton. ladtef caring his
son Linton, Heathcliff used him to fulfil his purg® in usurping the Thrush cross Grange. Heathghf so ruthless that
he had no sympathy or compassion towards the \gctitmo has been suffered in unlimited way, this meatf Heathcliff
showed his extreme disregard for human’s sufferirigsthcliff's unceasing tyrannical nature appedhedugh his use of
torture and imprisonment which are the classicigddatures. To make Edgar as emotionally weakthtdi# imprisoned
young Cathy. He did like that because he considEdghr was the man who took Catherine from him,itowas the sign

of tortuous to poor Cathy

“If papa thought | had left him, on purpose, antefdied before | returned, could | bear to livéBfonte 1847, p.
290)

Heathcliff therefore proved as a man of cold-bleddch has elevated him beyond the mere man of gasaind
he became a disturbed and cruel monster like figuike any other Gothic anti-hero, Heathcliff haggented him as a
man of vengeance who didn’t care who must sufferder to achieve his goal or to accomplish thk tdtaking revenge.
This type of wicked and wild nature made him a gofirotagonist and as a whole the nowlthering Heights became

one of the famous gothic novels.
CONCLUSIONS

Wuthering Heights was Gothic in every possible wapsthis novel the Gothic elements which allowée t
gristly story to transcend the genre of tragic roogaand made it unique. The ghostly appearancaibfetine haunted the
tale from the very first chapters onwards, and #gse apparition was the main focus of this noVéle another gothic
element has expressed through the undying lovedegtwieathcliff and Catherine which was alive evieer dheir death.
The mysterious and uncontrolled setting of Wuthgtiteights provided the perfect backdrop for therihgng events of
the narrative. And Heathcliff's grim tenacity andegt for revenge through pre planned torture manethe classic
Gothic anti-hero. Emily Bronte thus made the pdrfese of gothic elements to present the terrorsthrese of fear, pain

and sufferings of the innocent characters by tteked natured characters.
REFERENCES

1. Bronte, Emily 2008, Wuthering Heights, Vintage Bspkondon.

2. Smith, Angela 1980, York Notes: Wuthering Heigtitsngman York Press, London.

3. Cummings, Michael J. 2009, Cummings Study Guidesthé&fing Heights: A Study Guide, viewed 18/8/11,
(http://www.cummingsstudyguides.net/Bronte.html#iyeey)

Impact Factor (JCC): 1.9287- This article can be danloaded fromwww.bestjournals.in



154

Farhana Haque

The English Gothic Novel: Emily Bronte, Brooklyn  &aemic, viewed 17/8/11,
(http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/english/melamik_19c/wuthering/gothic.html)

Gothic Literature: An In-Depth Look at Wuthering iblets, Associated Content, viewed 17/8/11,

(http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/1435%gotliterature_an_indepth_look_at.html

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 — Articles can be semd editor.bestjournals@gmail.com



